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1. Monetary Giving – Despite stagnant wages, Greensboro continues to rank high nationally in monetary giving.   Greensboro residents have become even more generous in their giving to nonprofit organizations and religious organizations since 2000.
a. Although the average household income in Greensboro is less than the national average, Greensboro residents give to religious and non-religious charities at higher levels than is true nationally 

· Giving to Church or other religious org

· 67% GSO vs 63% nationally gave any money 

· 40% GSO vs. 31% nationally gave at least $500
· Giving to non-religious charitable org:  
· 66% GSO vs. 61% nationally gave any money
· 24% GSO vs. 18% nationally gave at least $500

b. While mean household income has remained largely constant, Greensboro residents have increased their contributions to religious and non-religious organizations

· Gave at least $500 to church or other religious org:  increased from 36% in 2000 to 40% in 2006
· Gave at least $500 to non-religious org:  increased from 19% to 24%

c. Greensboro residents give more money to churches and religious organizations than to non-religious nonprofits

· 40% gave more than $500 to church or religious org vs. 24% gave more than $500 to non-religious nonprofits
· This pattern is true nationally as well (31% vs. 18%)

2. Volunteerism and Engagement in Community-Building Organizations – Greensboro residents are highly engaged in organizations and activities that advance the well-being of the community.   Volunteerism and other forms of involvement in community-building activities have increased substantially over the past 6 years (with the notable exception of involvement in organizations that take political and social action). Greensboro is volunteering at rates higher than the national average.    
While more people are engaged (and are engaging more frequently), there has been a shift in the nature of that involvement.  Namely, residents are increasingly participating through informal channels.  Fewer individuals reporting that they serve as officers or on committees within civic organizations.  
a. Increased Volunteerism

i. Between 2000 and 2006 more Greensboro residents are volunteering and those who do volunteer are volunteering more often 

· Volunteered at all:  57% in 2000 to 67% in 2006
· Volunteered at least 5 times in past year:  36% to 48%

· Volunteered at least 12 times (once per month):  19% to 25%

ii. Much smaller increases occurred at the national level 
iii. Greensboro now has volunteerism rates higher than the rest of the country

· Volunteered at all:  67% in GSO vs 59% nationally
· Volunteered at least 12 times (once per month):  25% vs 19%

· Worked with others to fix up things in neighborhood:   35% vs 32%

b. Increases in additional forms of involvement with Organizations
i. Beyond the increased rates of volunteering, Greensboro residents report increased participation in a variety of organizations, especially those that support their children and their neighborhoods 
· Charity or social welfare organization:  from 37% in 2000 to 48% in 2006
· Neighborhood association:  30% to 32%
· Parent association for schools (e.g., PTA): 25% to 31%
· Youth serving organization: 22% to 32%

ii. For each of these organizations, Greensboro has much higher rates of participation than the rest of the country 

· Charity or social welfare organization:  48% GSO vs 34% nationally
· Neighborhood association:  32% vs 20%

· Parent association for schools (e.g., PTA): 31% vs 21%

· Youth serving organization: 32% vs 24%

c. Increased participation with Faith-based organizations
i. As with non-religious organizations, Greensboro residents are more involved in church and other religious organizations than is true of their counterparts in other parts of the country.  
· Member of church or synagogue:  64% GSO vs 54% nationally
ii. Likewise, church attendance is higher than average
· Attend at least once a week:  44% GSO vs 34% nationally
· Attend every week or almost every week:  55% vs 41%

iii. These figures are typical for Southern communities

iv. Church attendance has increased over the past 6 years in Greensboro, but has remained basically flat nationally
· GSO: Attend at least once a week:  increased from 37% in 2000 to 44% in 2006.  

· National:  Attend at least once a week:  33% to 34%
d. Decreased Participation in Political/Social Action 
i. Whereas involvement in most organizations increased between 2000 and 2006, involvement decreased for organizations that took social/political action:  21.5% in 2000 to 15% in 2006
ii. This decline was at odds with the national trend: 19% to 20%

iii. There was also a decline in attendance at public meetings

· Attended at least one public meeting in past year:  42% to 37%

e. Fewer residents playing formal leadership roles 
i. Although residents are involved in more groups, they are less likely to be serving in a formal role (officer or on a committee).  

· Greensboro:  21% in 2000 to 19% in 2006
ii. However, the proportion is still higher than average

· 19% in GSO vs 16% nationally
iii. Reductions were consistent across different racial groups and income levels
iv. However, there was an interesting exception with regard to age

· Typical decline (2-3 percentage points) among the 18-34 and 35-49 groups

· Large decline (9 percentage points) among 50-64 year olds:  from 38% to 29%

· Small increase among 65+ year olds: from 20% to 23%
3. Bridging Social Capital – To a greater extent than is true nationally, Greensboro residents interact across racial lines and report having friends of a different race.  
a. Interactions across racial lines
i. Greensboro residents are more likely than average to report that they have been in the home of a person of a different race 

· At least once within past year:  78% in GSO vs. 68% nationally
· At least 4 times:  53% in GSO vs. 47% nationally
ii. These interactions increased over the past 6 years, particularly among the African American sample

· At least 4 times: 50% in 2000 to 62% in 2006
b. Socializing in public places
i. There is a notable increase in the number of times that residents “hung out with friends in public places”

· At least once in past year:  75% in 2000 to 84% in 2006
· More than 12 times (>1 per month):  32% in 2000 to 39% in 2006
ii. No change at the national level

c. Inter-Racial Friendships
i. Whites and Blacks report more inter-racial friendships than is true nationally 

· Whites with a friend who is Black: 80% GSO vs. 64% nationally

· Blacks with a friend who is White:  82% GSO vs. 76% nationally 

ii.  These friendships have increased over time

· Whites with a friend who is Black: 76% in 2000 to 80% in 2006
· Blacks with a friend who is White:  74% in 2000 to 82% in 2006
iii. There have also been strong increases in the degree to which both Blacks and Whites report having friendships with Latinos 

· Whites with a friend who is Latino: 38% in 2000 to 50% in 2006
· Blacks with a friend who is Latino:  32% in 2000 to 46% in 2006
iv. There have also been strong increases in the degree to which both Blacks and Whites report having friendships with Asians: 

· Whites with a friend who is Asian: 37% in 2000 to 44% in 2006
· Blacks with a friend who is Latino:  25% in 2000 to 32% in 2006
d. Inter-racial trust 

i. Inter-racial has increased slightly in most combinations (whites trusting blacks, blacks trusting whites, whites or blacks trusting Latinos)
ii. Similar changes have occurred at the national level

iii. Greensboro is roughly “average” in inter-racial trust. 

4. Social Trust – As a group, Greensboro residents have reported lower levels of trust since the previous survey.  This decline in trust has also occurred nationally, but Greensboro remains below national levels.  
a. Among the overall sample, respondents report lower levels of trust than they did in 2000, especially when asking about “people in general”
· In general, people can be trusted: 43.5% in 2000 to 38.5% 2006
· Trust people in your neighborhood “a lot”: 43.5% in 2000 to 39% in 2006
b. These declines parallel what has occurred nationally

c. But Greensboro remains a less trusting place than average 

· Lower than national average: 38.5% in GSO vs. 43.5% nationally
· Lowest levels among communities in the 2006 survey

d. It is important to point out that trust increased among African Americans between 2000 and 2006 (23% to 31%), while decreasing among whites (53% to 46%).  However, it is still higher among whites (as is true nationally).

5. Trust in public institutions  -- Greensboro residents have experienced declines in trust of elected officials and public institutions.
a. As was true in 2000, Greensboro residents continue to express relatively low levels of trust in local government

· Trust local government “hardly ever” or “only some of the time”:  63% in GSO vs. 56% nationally and 56% in Forsyth Co.

· This figure is the highest among any of the communities included in the 2006 survey (all mid-sized cities)
b. Greensboro residents are more inclined to agree that “The people running my community don’t really care much what happens to me”

· “Strongly agree”:  15% in GSO vs 11% nationally

· This figure is the highest among any of the communities included in the 2006 survey

c. Trust in police is also lower than in other communities

· “not at all” or “only a little”:  21% in GSO vs. 18% nationally 
· This figure is 7 percentage points higher than any other community participating in the survey 
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